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 You just got engaged and you are on cloud nine! Let me be one of the first to congratulate 

you – marriage is such a beautiful gift and I am thrilled for you. 

Soon, in the midst of the excitement, you will start planning your wedding. You know you 

will be spending quite a bit of money, energy, and time on your big day, so you want to be 

sure you are getting started on the right foot. Lucky for you, I have created this simple guide 

to get you organized and on the same page.  

In this guide, you will receive: 

a list of 10 discussion points to consider before planning starts 
the general order in which we recommend you book your vendors 

tips on taking care of your sparkly new ring 
general tips for a successful and meaningful engagement 

We hope that after you read this, you will feel motivated, excited, and ready to get started. 

We are so thrilled for you!

· C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ·

y o u ' r e  e n g a g e d !



Are you planning to have a religious or secular ceremony? If it is 
religious, will it be in a house of worship and what will the requirements for 
that ceremony venue include? This can influence many aspects of your day, 
including timeline and design. Your marriage ceremony is the most 
important part of the wedding, so this is an important first discussion point.
Will you two be participating in premarital counseling? If so, who will 
facilitate it & what will the process entail? 
Who is contributing to the total budget and how much do you 
collectively have to spend?
And for that matter - who will have a say in the decision making? Keep 
in mind that, when a family member contributes to the budget, they will often 
want to have some decision making power. Set your expectations from the 
beginning to avoid confusion and hurt feelings down the road.
Where is the location (city & type of venue) in which you want to have 
the wedding reception? 
What is a realistic estimation of how many guests will attend the 
wedding? Guest count drives your budget, and it is important to have an
estimation when you start looking for venues and vendors.

10 THINGS 
TO DISCUSS 

WHEN YOU BEGIN 
WEDDING PLANNING



Rank your vendors according to how important they are to you. Hint - 
your wedding planner will be excited to know that she/he is a top priority! 
What are your top three non-negotiables? Is it imperative you get married 
in a church? Do you have to have a band instead of a DJ? Write these non- 
negotiables down. 
How far in advance do you need to book a venue during the time of year 
that you most desire to get married? This can vary from market to market. 
Who will stand by your side? Maybe you haven't nailed down your wedding 
party just yet, but you should have an idea of the key players that you can rely 
on to support you if planning gets stressful or if you need a helping hand. These 
people will be important in helping you enjoy your engagement, and it is nice to 
know who you can count on from the very beginning!





WEDDING VENDOR 101: WHEN DO I NEED TO 
BOOK MY VENDORS? 

 
Every wedding and planning process is different, but as a general guide, this is the 

order and the timeframe in which we suggest that you book your vendors. 
 

1) Planner 12-18+ months 
2) Venue 12-18+ months 

3) Photographer & Videographer 9-12 months 
4) Caterer 9-12 months 

5) Floral Designer 9-12 months 
6) Entertainment 9-12 months 

7) Accommodations 9-12 months 
8) Wedding Gown 6-8 months 

9) Rentals  6-8 months 
10) Officiant 6-8 months 

11) Hair/Makeup Stylist 6-8 months 
 12) Transportation 6 months 

13) Stationery & Calligrapher 6-8 months 
14) Bakery 4-5 months 

 





5 TIPS ON TAKING CARE OF THAT 
NEW BLING!

Tip 1: Purchase Ring Insurance. 
 

You can either add to your current policy or look to a company that 
specializes in insuring jewelry to cover your rings. Most home insurance 

policies do not cover your ring if it were to get stolen or damaged at home 
unless you add extra coverage to your policy (called a "rider"). Be sure to get 

your ring appraised every 5 years, as the costs of the stones and precious 
metals in your ring can fluctuate, and turn updated appraisals into your 

insurance company.  
 

Tip 2: When you get home - and especially if you are doing housework - take 
your rings off and put them in a safe place. 

 
Tasks like cooking, laundry, or cleaning can put some serious wear and tear 
on your precious ring! These activities cause materials to snag on the prongs 
of your ring, chemicals to get under or inside of your ring, and the metal to 
get worn. Do yourself a favor and take them off when you get home, or at 
least when you are doing housework! While it is wise to take them off at 

home when working around the house, keep them on at all times when you 
are out in public! 

 
Tip 3: Keep your rings clean! 

 
Think about all the things you touch and do with your hands on a daily 

basis... Gross! To get a really solid cleaning, head to your jeweler. They can 
steam clean it and get in all of the nooks and crannies. Ask your jeweler about 

specific home cleaning options that would be right for your metal and 
specific stones.  

 
 
 
 



Tip 4: Take your rings to get checked by your jeweler every 6 months or so. 

Your rings are made of materials that can get worn down, damaged, or cracked. 
Your jeweler can look closely at the structure of the ring and provide maintenance 
as needed. When you take it to get cleaned by your jeweler, ask them to make sure 

everything looks intact so that you can have peace of mind.  

Tip 5: Take your ring off when you are showering, bathing, or swimming - 
especially the beach! 

 Water, especially cold water, can make your fingers a little smaller and a bit more 
slippery, causing your ring to loosen up even if it is properly sized. Pool water and 

sunscreen have chemicals that can damage rings and cause metals to dull and 
discolor. 

Your engagement ring is quite likely one of the most precious earthly possessions that
you own because of the symbolism behind it. Ask your jeweler for additional tips on 

caring for your new bling!



5 WAYS TO STAY FOCUSED WHAT'S MOST 
IMPORTANT - YOUR MARRIAGE - DURING YOUR 

ENGAGEMENT

If you feel like it is right for your relationship, participate in marriage 
planning or pre-marital counseling. This is a great way to address the tough 
conversations and learn about each other. While you already have an amazing 
relationship (Hello! You are getting married!), this will prepare you to organize 
your finances, help you learn about each other's communication styles, and 
strengthen your understanding of each other, just to name a few things!               
Plan out regular date nights, and limit the wedding planning talk. This is 
crucial. You need to spend time together and just enjoy each other. Wedding 
planning can cause you to feel stressed and will keep you very busy, so schedule 
this into your week and block off time for each other. You will thank me later! 
Check in with each other regularly about how you are doing stress-wise, 
and lean on each other to work through it. You are your future spouse's 
ultimate supporter. Use each other to help minimize the planning stress. 
Delegate wedding planning tasks to people who want to help. It might be 
hard to relinquish control over something that you care so much about, but 
trust me - the time you will save by delegating tasks to your wedding planner, 
bridal party, or family will save you so much sanity! 
Hire a wedding planner or coordinator who can take things off your plate 
and help bring your vision to life so you can stay relaxed and present with 
each other. Wedding planners spend an average of 200-250 hours on full 
service planning. Think about all of the time, sanity, and money you will save 
by having a professional on your side! While you are engaged, you should be 
doing other important things, like going on dates, discussing your hopes and 
dreams for your marriage,  and spending time with each other's families. And, 
by the way, we would love to meet you!  



Since my own mother’s wedding to my 
stepfather when I was seven, I can’t recall a 

moment that I didn’t enjoy a unique 
celebration of love.  As a kindergarten- 

teacher turned wedding planner and event 
designer, I am no stranger to the bumps that 
can come in even the most beautiful roads! 
 But, when navigated with expertise by an 

experienced wedding planner, they won’t get 
in the way of your celebration. I build 

friendships  with my clients and curate a 
boutique experience just for them, so we walk 

together through the wedding planning 
season, ultimately creating a custom, break- 
the-mold reflection of their story so they and 
their guests have “remember when” moments 
for years to come. Give me a ring or write me 
a note - I would love to pop some bubbly and 

celebrate with you! 

Hi! I'm Brianne.

write | brianne@briannemcmullanevents.com 
call | (704) 718-2312 

visit | www.briannemcmullanevents.com

https://www.happyeverythingco.com/

